
FDE Code 

brief format for the 
immunophenotype summaries 

AIEOP-BFM Flow Network 



Complexity of flow cytometry: data 

From:  

To:  

2 colors 

6 colors 

10 colors 

>30 colors 

Typical current diagnostics 



• positive, negative, partially positive 
• bright, dim, negative 
• heterogeneous, homogeneous 
• percentage of cells in positive area or in various intensity regions, 

positions of a median, mode(s) or a mean 
• unimodal, bimodal, trimodal etc., skewness of the curve, presence 

or absence of a gap between cell subsets, etc. 
• coexpression or mutual exclusivity, presence or absence of “empty 

spaces” etc. 

• “strong” and “weak” positivity 



FDE Code: typical examples 





FDE Code - Summary 

• Very brief summary, similar to ISCN in cytogenetics 

• Always says:  

 % malignant cells 

 Strong – Weak – Negative (– Not  evaluated) antigens 

 diagnostic category 

• To be used in clinical reports and databases  

• Applicable in all cytometric investigations of 
malignant cells 


